ADEN
case of Australians, makes them on first acquaintance seem
more different from us than they really are. " Coelum non
animum mutant qui trans mare currunt." Race matters more
than soil for the first five or six generations anyway.*
At Aden passengers for India were transferred from
the Mooltan to the P. & O. liner S.S. Peninsular. I had
time to see something of the place.
"The great rainwater tanks are the only local monument
of antiquity. They are hewn out of solid rock and lined with
superh lime cement. The rainfall seldom suffices to fill them
and the troops are supplied from a condenser. I climhed one
of the barren hills round the part (all volcanic rocks, no
fossils), for a bird's eye view more desolate than anything I
have seen elsewhere: not a plant or a living bird or beast.
The work of Aden is done by camels and Somalis, the hinter-
land is occupied by Arabs of whom we know nothing, though
we have held Aden for the best part of a century. This is
unlike us. We have taken steps to find out all we can of the
language and ways of life of all our neighbours on the frontiers
of India but anyone who tries to do the same here is rebuked
or removed because, I gathered at the Club from an officer I
knew, the Government is anxious not to extend its responsi-
bilities. They come to Aden, but we do not go to them and,
I am bound to add, they do not want us to come, lest "inci-
dents" should end in "punitive operations".
'Aden is a bad station: there are more graves hi the
cemetery than beds in the barracks. There is nothing for the
men to do and not much for officers. I suppose we must
keep troops here, but I should have thought Arab levies
would have sufficed to hold the place till reinforcements
came. And there is always the Navy. It is a good coaling
station, and a convenient port of call for liners and was
essential to us once the Suez Canal was built, I wish, like
Palmerston, that it had never been dug, for then our position
in the Mediterranean and in the Indian Ocean would be more
unchallenged than it is. But it is late in the day to express
such regrets.'
Returning to the ship I found we still had four hours
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